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Desp i t e the s t rong emphas i s that is p l a c e d o n 
readers ' o p i n i o n a n d the changes i n i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s 
o ve r the t i m e , th is w o r k also i l l us t ra t e s the c o n s t a n c y 
o f the G D R ' s a t t i tude t owards r e c e p t i o n . "Wo v o n 
W i r k u n g e n g esp rochen w i r d , muß d i e F r a g e n a c h i h r e m 
U r h e b e r geste l l t w e r d e n . D a z u gehören d i e l i t e r a r i s c h e n 
Tex t e als Auslöser u n d E r z e u g e r v o n W i r k u n g e n " , says 
Inge Münz -Koenen i n the p r e f a c e to the v o l u m e . T h u s 
We rke u n d W i r k u n g e n u n i f o r m l y demons t ra t e s G D R 
scho l a r s ' p r i d e i n the i r n a t i o n a l l i t e r a t u r e a n d the i r 
a b i l i t y to negot ia te the t ens ion b e tween c u l t u r a l p o l i -
c ies a n d c h a n g i n g h i s t o r i c a l r eac t i ons . T h e v o l u m e is 
an i m p r e s s i v e d o c u m e n t o f the G D R as ' L i t e r a t u r g e s e l l -
s cha f t ' and an in t e r e s t ing a c c o u n t o f the latest p o s i -
t i on o f G D R c r i t i c s t owards s ome o f the mos t i m p o r -
tant w o r k s o f the i r na t i ona l l i t e r a tu r e . 
K a t h i e v o n A n k u m 
S m i t h C o l l e g e 
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